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NWDCYD REPORT TO DISTRICT CONVENTION
June 2010
MISSION & VISION
WELS Youth Discipleship exists to encourage and assist congregations and parents as they nurture youth in the Word from birth through high school. Our goal is to provide counsel and resources in person, print and online. We also seek to provide opportunities for learning, planning and networking through workshops.

Our vision sees every congregation actively partnered with parents to nurture youth: their perspective, potential and place in the body of Christ.

WELSCYD
Since last summer the WELSCYD coordinator and assistant positions have been vacant. Last December Adult and Youth Discipleship together encouraged COP to leave Adult Vacant and call for Youth, rather than call for a combined position. Eric Roecker has since received and returned that call. Now the decision to call is again up for question.
As a result of these vacancies, the work of CYD has been limited. Because of the uncertainty of calling or not, planning has been difficult. We’re not sure if we’re on temporary hold or for how long. What can/will the Synod be able to do? What can/should the districts do? Your feedback is necessary and welcome.
RESOURCES
In Person:
· Y-ME Academies have been put on hold until someone is able and willing to oversee.

· District leaders are willing to consult as requested.

Online/Video:
· Most online resources have moved to the WELS Connect site.

· District events and news are posted at www.WELSCYD.net
· www.LivingBold.net and www.KidsConnection.tv  and www.ParentsCrosslink.net still exist but don’t have new content without oversight.

· The future of Kids Connection videos is in danger.

· www.university.wels.net (WELS.net University) has self-guided courses for parents and Sunday School teachers. 

· The EVERYDAY videos are available at www.streams.wels.net  DVDs with all videos and Bible Studies for each video are still in production.

· WALK IN MY WORLD 1 & 2 video teen Bible studies are available through NPH.

· Confirmation Self-Study is also available through NPH.

In Print:
· Back Issues of Partners, Sowers & Seeds, and REACH are available online.  

· Pastor John Backus of Muskego is working to refresh 1990 teen Bible study series “Insight”.

· Creating Youth-full Churches  and Making Right Choices are other available and useful studies.
Int’l Youth Rally:

As with most other Synod-run things, the International Youth Rally is up for question. First, WELSCYD decided to postpone the next rally until 2012. We are in the process of possibly forming a planning group
DISTRICT EVENTS
Ann Potter will offer our third annual Early Childhood Workshop on August 7, 2010 at Mount Olive in Appleton. More details about speakers and presentations as well as registration information were made available in May.

Pastor Balza offered another Sunday School Workshop in Fall 2009 and we pray he’ll do so in 2010.

Tad Schubring and St. Mark Depere teens sponsored a 31-Hour Hunger Experience in May. Thanks for inviting everyone to attend.
The 10th annual Empty Dugout Softball Tournament and Lock-in for teens will be held at FVL on June 26-27, 2010.

The 2010 More Than Conquerors Youth Rally will be held at the Heartwood Conference Center in Trego, WI on July 14-17, 2010. We have 273 adults and teens registered.

Invites and registration information are regularly sent by mail and email to every district congregation and often available on the district CYD website.
If you’re congregation is planning a youth-related event and would like to invite district congregations to attend, we are happy to publicize your event by mail and website.
Mission Trips – Since there will not be a youth rally next summer (2011), we are encouraging youth groups to consider mission trips. They offer opportunity to serve other congregations and their communities as well as personal growth, experience, travel and fun. Hopefully both the WELSCYD and district commissions will be able to offer some guidance and direction for planning such trips.
QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, FEEDBACK
We certainly welcome any questions, concerns and/or feedback anyone has to offer. We are here to serve the district, its congregations and families. Please tell us how we can help and serve better.

Thanks for the opportunity to serve!

Pastor Ben Berger, Coordinator

and Team
